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Datafication and Systemic Racism

• Algorithmic Discrimination (Noble 2018)
• Racial bias in online advertisements (Sweeney 2013)
• Predictive Policing (Brayne 2021)
• Criminal Justice System and Big Data (Angwin et al. 2016) 
• Race and Facial Recognition(Buolamwini & Gebru 2018) 



What we know about children and AI

• Think of AI as trustworthy (Druga et al. 2017)
• Think of AI as creepy (Yip et al. 2019). 
• Anthropomorphize AI devices (Druga et al. 2017)
• Home ecology is a significant factor in how these systems are 

adopted and used (Ito et al. 2012)



AI and Youth of Color

• AI devices are not built with diverse population of users in mind 
• Failure to respond adequately to culturally specific inquiries
• Bias data sets can lead to disparate impacts 
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What’s at stake?
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Children’s use of smart devices begins at especially 
young ages, rendering them exposed to the influences

of artificial intelligence.

AI literacy must begin early and evolve over the course of a 
young person’s life.
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Technology rich, Curriculum poor

AI Literacy 

Evolution of the Digital Divide



TECHNOLOGY RICH, CURRICULUM POOR

Arms race.

Associate presence of tech as an
indicator of 21st century learning.

Is the curriculum preparing students
for a world dominated by AI?
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What is AI Literacy…today?

•Technical Literacy
•Critical Literacy
•Behavioral Literacy



TECHNICAL LITERACY

How are AI systems built?

How do they function?



CRITICAL LITERACY

What are AI systems designed to do?

What are the social, ethical, and
equity issues?

Diverse expertise.



BEHAVIORAL LITERACY

How do AI systems shape human
behavior?

Human agency
and digital wellness.
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